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Then, too, the system was dependent on an hereditary imperial
house. The keystone of the arch was the Emperor. If he were
strong, stability was sure. When, however, as is inevitable in
the course of any family, weaklings came to the fore, the entire
structure weakened and eventually collapsed.
The downfall of the Han did not entirely undo the work of that
dynasty and its predecessor. To the ideas, the literature, and the
institutions of tie period later generations recurred again and
again. Even to-day the Chinese proudly call themselves Han Jen,
"the men of Han." No radically different political system was
seriously tried until the twentieth century. The China of the
next two millenniums had been born. The Chinese Empire had
made its appearance.
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